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an invitation to grow in spirit and serve with joy

“How Does Your Garden Grow?”
Rev. John L. Kennedy
“Love is patient, love is kind.
It does not envy,
it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others,
it is not self-seeking,
it is not easily angered,
it keeps no record of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth.
It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always
perseveres. Love never fails.
1 Corinthians 13:4-7

Summer! It is finally here. Most of
my life I have been used to long
summers. In Kentucky, planting
often began on Good Friday (and
in Texas, even earlier). Karen and
I had a large garden in Kentucky.
Each year we anxiously waited for
the weather to warm. We would
often already have a design in
mind and would keep looking out
the window and listening to the
weather forecast. Even though
my parents gardened, there is
something different in
OUR BOUNTIFUL FAITH & FOOD GARDENS doing it yourself from
start to finish. Each year
we learned from our
previous gardening experiences. Sometimes
we learned on our own,
often we learned from

Please enjoy this shorter summer Visitor.
May your summer months be full of wonder and relaxation.
Rev. John Kennedy
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the helpful guidance of our local
friends. So many of the local folks
were farmers or had grown up on
farms. We had to rely on our surrogate family, and most of them
were also church members.
Many times we had to learn to
celebrate the victories and to
laugh at ourselves and the situations that were learning experiences. There were times when
our friends would bite their lips,
but then we would all bust out
laughing and it would lighten the
mood and increase our patience.
A garden can yield so much deliciousness and beauty, and yet
gardening teaches us much about
life.
(Continued on page 4)
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Bethlehem’s Radio Ministry
Going strong since 1951
Dear Bethlehem Members and Friends:
We want to give you a midyear update on our Radio Ministry. Since 1951, Bethlehem has provided
live worship at 1600 on the AM dial and recently
via the internet at www.WAAMradio.com.

Finally, if you would like to join us to help keep
this long-running live broadcast going, call the
church office or contact anyone on the committee.
We are all listed in the membership directory.

God bless.
The radio committee actively receives and responds to comments from listeners and promotes
ways of giving to this important ministry. Our internet service at Bethlehem was upgraded about
four months ago, and we have noticed a great improvement in the sound quality. We hope you are
enjoying good connectivity as well.
Speaking of reception, if you live nearby or in
Washtenaw Country but do not have good reception from WAAM, you might find it more convenient to listen on your computer if you have internet access.
Funds for the live weekly audio broadcasts continue to come in regularly. We are grateful, knowing
that we can bring many to worship right along
with the gathered congregation. Please continue
to send your support and spread the word of our
ministry.

Mary Jean Raab, Kurt Schmerberg, Gary Rogers,
Jamie Dylenski
Sponsorship dates still available for 2016 are:
July 10, 17, 24, 31
August 14
September 4, 11, 18, 25
October 2, 9, 23, 30
November 6, 13, 20, 27
December 11, 18
A simple call to the church office
(734-665-6149)
or and email to Donna in the church office
(donnawhitney@bethlehem-ucc.org)
will reserve your sponsorship date.
You can also donate online at
bethlehem-ucc.org

Thank you!

A weekly Radio Sponsorship is $230.
A sponsorship can be used to honor or remember a loved one.
In addition, general donations of any amount are appreciated.

August Visitor deadline
Deadline
July 29

BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

423 S. Fourth Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
Phone 734-665-6149 Fax 734-665-3399
www.bethlehem-ucc.org

*****

www.facebook.com/bethlehemuccA2

To be printed
August 4

www.pinterest.com/bethlehemucca2
www.youtube.com/user/BethlehemChurchA2
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Community Outreach Opportunities
are detailed on page 8.

Sign up today to help park cars
at Bethlehem during the
upcoming Ann Arbor Art Fair.

Looking for Help

We need lots of help for this event.

by Harriette Ehnis

July 21-24, Ann Arbor Art Fair
2 adults and 2 youth needed
for each shift listed below:

Providing coffee in the Schmale Lounge
at 9:15, between services, has been a
great opportunity for 8:30 and 10:00
worshippers to connect.
We are in need of volunteers to set up the coffee in the lounge
anytime between 7:30 a.m. and 8:45 a.m. on Sunday morning.
Please consider assisting with this service opportunity that brings
joy and fellowship to our members and visitors.
For more information, please do not hesitate to speak with Sally
Wetzel or Harriette Ehnis.
GROCERY REWARDS UPDATE
Meijer has informed us they will no longer have the
Meijer Community Rewards program as of June 30.
Bethlehem can continue to support Grocery Rewards
through the Kroger and Busch’s programs.
Questions? Please call Linda Young at 734-223-5105.
HANG OUT IN THE BACK YARD THIS SUMMER
Anyone getting ready to enter
high school, and recent graduates,
are invited to come hang out in the
back yard on Thursdays, 7-9 p.m.

SUMMER READING!!!

Thursday, July 21
8am, 11am, 1:30pm, 4pm
Friday, July 22
8am, 11am, 1:30pm, 4pm
Saturday, July 23
8am, 11am, 1:30pm, 4pm
Sunday July 24
8am (to monitor church parking)
11:30am - 3pm (for Art Fair parking)
Sign up by calling the office at
734-665-6149,
or sign up next to the office.

From Fellowship Ministries:
Please mark you calendars
for two fall events!
Sunday - September 11, 2pm
Bethlehem Fellowship Golf Outing
9 hole scramble at Brookside Golf Club
Golfers of all ages are welcome.
Sign up next to the church office.
Questions: Contact Tom Ziesemer

Get all your summer reads at the
newly stocked Bethlehem Library.
4 for $1, now through Labor Day.
All proceeds support Bethlehem.

HELP NEEDED - PAID POSITION - Wedding Coordinator
Bethlehem is in need of a Wedding Coordinator. This is a paid
position that works best for a 2 person team. It involves about
3 hours on the rehearsal day and 5 hours on the wedding day.
For more information about this position, please contact Donna
at the church office (donnawhitney@bethlehem-ucc.org).

Friday - October 7, Octoberfest Picnic
To start off our Heritage Weekend
Willimann Hall from 6 - 8 p.m.
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“An Invitation to Newness through Grace”
by Pastor John (Continued from page 1)
God grows our gardens.
From our friends, who were so
patient with us, we learned about
proper spacing of the rows; what
not to plant next to what because
of cross pollination; tilling the
ground with proper spacing and
straight rows; which crops grew
well and which ones did not;
when to water; how often to
weed; how to stagger the crops;
and how to protect the crops
from cold, drought, insects, disease, deer, and rabbits. We also
learned that continually looking
out the window at the garden did
not make it grow any faster. At
the end of the day, when all the
cultivating work is done, the
growing is in God’s hands. We
faithfully do what we can do and
then leave the rest in God’s capable hands. Yes, the garden grows
even while we are sleeping, and
then one morning there are the
first green shoots of deliciousness.

Growing a garden of any kind
requires hope, a plan, and risk.
Each year’s garden taught us
about planning the next year’s
garden. At some point we had
committed to plowing up about
1500 square feet of yard. We
wanted more than just an acre of
land to continually mow, we
wanted something to grow and
produce, and we wanted to do it
together. Fortunately, there had
been a garden on the same spot
in previous years, so we reaped
the benefits of the previous work
that had been done. The rich soil
was just beneath the surface.

After the first year, the hope and
the plan were not just for the
produce but also because we
found that gardening brought us
together and helped us grow as a
family.
Growing a garden requires
commitment and care.
After (the hope, the plan, the risk)
the plowing and planting then
come the weeding, watering,
pruning, measures to prevent
pests, staking and tying up of the
plants, and harvesting. There is a
time to plant and a time that is
too late to plant. There is a time
to harvest and a time when it is
too late to harvest. “For everything there is a season,” and God
blesses our daily and weekly commitment to the bigger plan. The
same can be true in other ventures and relationships.
Growing requires continual
learning and adjusting.
Every year a garden helps us
learn what not to do again and
what to do differently next season. If there was something we
wanted to grow that was not
growing, we had to do something differently. If there was a
vegetable that we found people
seldom ate, we grew less of it or
did not plant it again. We grew
only organically, so if a certain
pest devoured a certain crop,
we would not use chemicals but
would move to other crops. If
there were things we liked, we
planted more: 43 tomato plants,
lots of peppers, yellow and zucchini squash, etc. Even with 1500

square feet, we found some
things like potatoes were not the
best use of our space and time. It
was just better to buy those at
the store.

We learned to share God’s
bounty.
We produced more vegetables
than we could eat or freeze, so
we shared with friends, food
gatherers, and family. Sharing
brought us such great joy and
created conversations and friendships with neighbors. The first
year Karen and I did not plant a
garden, the church members
knew we were not staying. They
could tell by how our garden was
growing or not growing.
When people see gardens growing, they know God is there and
still speaking. Plowing, visible
planting, signs of growth, signs of
gardeners working and investing
in the soil—all of these will bring
more gardeners, and God will
grow the garden.
How does your/our garden grow?

God is still speaking…
Pastor John

July 2016
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WORSHIP MINISTRY TEAM
Harriette Ehnis
Our Worship Ministry Team is actively pursuing
four short-term initiatives that will have longrange effects: encouraging lay liturgists, seeking
additional sound board operators, expanding participation on the Broadcast Committee, and enhancing our chapel worship space for not only
the 8:30 worship service but also other uses. In
addition, we will be hiring an interim music director during Arianne’s maternity absence, September through December.
Working with our Leadership Council, a long-term
initiative is to grow our participation by all ages in
“faith formation.” We will continue to strive to
have children and youth in our worship services.
To do this, we will seek new models for Sunday
worship. We will explore additional ways to reach
out to our adults to grow and enhance their faith.

Providing faith formation for all ages will reap a
vibrant congregation. These concepts were part
of our church profile used by our recent search
committee. Our team will be praying and having
conversations with other ministry teams to
achieve these initiatives.
Since February 2015, our attendance has been
consistently higher than it was from 2011
through 2014; therefore, we are asking for your
participation as a lay liturgist, sound board operator, Altar Guild member, or Broadcast Committee
contributor. Please explore these opportunities
with any member of our Worship Ministry Team:
Arianne Abela, Caroline Ashenfelter, Sue Buday,
Harriette Ehnis, Shannon O’Reilly, Gary Rogers,
and Tom Ziesemer.

Regular giving is one way to support your church community.
At Bethlehem, we offer several giving options.

ENVELOPES:
If you are not receiving Bethlehem giving envelopes in the mail and would like to,
please call the church office at 734-665-6149. Also, if you are currently receiving
envelopes but would prefer a different method of giving (see below), call us, and we can
take you off the envelope list.

AUTOMATIC WITHDRAWALS:
If you would like your regular church giving to be in the form of automatic withdrawals
from your financial institution, please contact the church office and we will help you get set
up for regular automatic withdrawals.

ON LINE:
To use our online giving option, go to bethlehem-ucc.org and click on
Thank you for supporting Bethlehem financially.
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M is s i o n Tr i p / Wi t n e s s Tr i p t o F l i n t
B y Pas tor Greg Briggs
This year’s mission trip to Flint, Michigan, had many things that made it unique.
While this is not the first time our Mission
Trip has gone to help with recovery from a
crisis or natural disaster, this is the first time
that I’m aware of that we’ve gone to a crisis
area that was still in crisis and was within the
state of Michigan. As always, our mission was
to provide service to a community in need.
This year, however, there was an added aspect to
our mission—it was also a mission of witness.

This year, our group volunteered with four
local agencies. We distributed water and food directly to individuals with the Greater Holy Temple
of the Church of God in Christ; we delivered water
to homebound members of the local UCC congregation, Woodside church; we sorted donated food
at the Southeast Michigan Food Bank; and we
worked on two houses through Genesee County
Habitat for Humanity. We stayed at a KOA
campground outside Flint, in Holly, and prepared
our own meals.
Because the local Habitat for Humanity’s
weekly work schedule was Thursday through Saturday, we took off Wednesday and toured the local history museum, had lunch in downtown Flint,
and explored the city a bit more than we usually
would have had time to do.
All of these experiences gave us a larger
exposure to the people and daily life of Flint than
we usually get on our trips. We got to talk to people as we distributed water and as we toured the
city. Although our experiences were anecdotal,
they were definitely moving. People told us of the

challenges of trying to
stay clean with bottled
water, with some opting
to use the city water for
showering and bathing,
even though they said it was causing them to lose
their hair and gave them rashes.
From the agencies we worked with there
was a lot of enthusiasm for our presence and how
much work we got done each day, mixed with
deeper signs of burnout and drying up of volunteers coming to help. In many of the places we
went, people posted signs discussing if their water was safe to use. While we anticipated bringing
all the water we needed, everywhere we worked
and visited had free clean water on site. It reminded me of the hospitality surrounding water
depicted in the Bible and the importance of giving
your guests something to drink.
In that same spirit, during Art Fair parking
this year, we will be giving away free water and
asking for free-will donations to send to Flint. In
addition to the agencies that we worked with,
there was a request from the Michigan Conference of the UCC to supply money to buy portable
camp showers so people could clean themselves
without the risk of rashes and hair loss. There is
still so much to be done in Flint, our sister city
and our people.
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MEMORIALS & GIFTS
CURRENT FUND
Helen Grob Memorial
GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND
Betty Boman Memorial
Helen Grob Memorial
RADIO FUND
Betty Boman Memorial
WOMEN OF BETHLEHEM
AUXILIARY/MOTHER’S STUDY CIRCLE
Esther Haeussler Memorial

Gifts listed were received through
June 30, 2016

RADIO MINISTRY SPONSORSHIPS

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE KITS - START COLLECTING NOW FOR OUR FALL SHIPMENT
Bring items to the church office or to the library. Thank you for your support!















One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″ to 16″ x 32″
(no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber)
One washcloth
One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package
One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
One toothbrush in the packageTen standard size Band-Aids
One pair of blunt scissors removed from the package (rounded tip, only)
Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200-210 pages
(no loose-leaf or filler paper)
One 30-centimeter / 12” ruler
One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the package
One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)
Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers removed from the package
One box of 24 crayons (only 24)
One 12”x 14” to 14”x 17” finished size cotton or lightweight, solid colored canvas bag
with cloth handles (no reusable shopping bag, backpacks or bags with logos)
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Bethlehem Church
Ongoing Outreach Opportunities.
Please consider joining in!
Sign-up sheets are in the office hallway.
ALPHA HOUSE OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY
August 11, and October 2
5:30 and 6:45
Volunteers make dinner and help with activities for families using Alpha House for temporary
shelter, food and support services. Email Stacey Stites at rickandstace@comcast.net to help.
5:30 - Dinner
6:45 - After dinner kid’s activities

FOOD GATHERERS COMMUNITY KITCHEN
August 7 (First Sunday of each Month)
Please sign up in the office hallway. Cook 12-2:30, Clean 2:30-5

PEACE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER
Our after school program is done for this school year. Fresh Food Distribution Fridays,
continue throughout the summer from 9-12. Please join us.

FOOD GATHERERS FOOD BARREL
Bring non-perishable items at any time, and place them in the food barrel in the library.

Bethlehem’s Ministry Team

The Visitor
is printed 12 times a year

Rev. John Kennedy

Pastor

Rev. Greg Briggs

Associate Pastor

Rev. Orval L.E. Willimann

Pastor Emeritus

Carol Leyshock

Parish Administrator

Betty Clark

Financial Administrator

To learn and live the

Donna Whitney

Office Support Specialist

Word of God,

Arianne Abela

Director of Music

To engage in Christian

Gail Jennings

Organist

fellowship and service,

Jim Rowan

Director of Handbells

Our Mission
To worship God,

To invite others to join us

