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May

May 2026

1 Mayl18 Office Closed
T Pretzel Making, Kitchen,y Handbell Practice, Choir
i Veterans & Friends BreakMay 19 m
2 f Facilities Meeting, Lounc

May

T Pretzel Making, Kitchen/May 20

May

3 Communi on Sunday T Bethl ehem Community Craft

T Worship, Sanctwuary, 10: (May 24

f Sunday School during Wory Worship, Sanctuary, 10: 0C
f Community Time, Youth Rcf Sunday School during Wor s
May 4 Office Closed f Community Time, Youth RoOCc
9 Handbell Practice, ChoirMay -Mé&mori al Day Office CI
May ©6 May -27

T Bethlehem Community Crafqy Bethlehem Community Craft
f Choir Practice, Choir RcMay 28

May 9 i Executive Committee Mtg.,
i Food Gatherers VolunteerMay 31 an
May -NI®t lise rDay T Worship, Sanctuary, 10: 0C
1 Wor ship, Sanctuary, 10:((f Sunday School during Wor ¢
f Sunday School during Wory Community Time, Youth RoOCc
9 Community Time, Youth RdJune 1 Office Closed

May 11 Office Cl osed June 3

f Handbell Practice, Choirf Bethlehem Community Cr af't
May 12 June 5

M Ladies Breakfast, Alpha ¢ Veterans & Friends Breakf
May 13 June 6

T Cemetery Board Meeting, Food Gatherers Volunteers
9 Bethlehem Community CrafVocal Recital, Sanctuary,
9 Member Engagement Mtg., June 7 Communion Sunday
May 17 1 Worship, Sanctuary, 10: 0C

T Wor shi p, Sanctuary, 10: (1T Sunday School during Wor s
1 Sunday School during Worf Community Time, Youth RoOC
9 Community Time, Youth RcT Annual Congregational Mt ¢

Memorials and Gifts Received ) NOTE:
March 16-April 15 2026 MESSAGE When contributing to a special
fund or collection, please use a
EASTER separate envelope. Using your current fund or any other
Carole Kat z fund envelope, without indicating on that envelope what
PROPERTY | MPROVEMENT the funds are to be used for, may result in your
contribution being applied incorrectly. We appreciate

your cooperation in this matter.

Dougl as Mensch

Current Fiscal Year June 1, 2025 to May 31, 2026
March 2026 Year to Date Actual YTD Target 25/26 Budget
Offerings and Income $313,242 $363,142 $435,770
Expenses $370,241 $388,578 $466,293
Net ($56,999) ($25,436 ($30,523)
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OUTREACH MINISTRY TEAM
Rotating Shelter Program - March 23-30, 2026

Bethlehem Church believes Whoever you are and

wherever you are on lifeQjourney,
you are welcome here.¢

In conjunction with Ann Arbor Shelter Association, Bethlehem participated in sheltering approximately 23
men per evening in our building. The men slept on pallets in the Youth Room while the volunteer overnight hosts
stayed in the Choir Room. There were 3-4 volunteer hosts per night. The men were greeted each evening with
coffee/tea/hot chocolate and sandwiches and snacks generously donated by the congregation. Bethlehem was one
of 20 area churches taking part this year.

We want to thank Leadership Council for endorsing this endeavor and for our Ministry Teams for supporting
this effort. In order to secure enough volunteer hosts, we are grateful to Groundcover News and Church of the
Good Shepherd for providing six volunteers.

We would like to thank the following persons who stayed overnight as hosts: Alex Granbar, Diana Slaughter,
Diane White, Nan Lefton, Eileen Koprowski, Jane Schmerberg, Jessilyn Averill, Jim Rowan, Jim Judson, Jim Stadel,
Joe Woods, Joe Eadie, John Irwin, Kurt Schmerberg, Lindsay Calka, Ben Foster, Mary Pratt, Mike Haab, Shannon
OQeilly, Steve Bowers, John Schenk, and Alex Roopas.

We are also grateful for the following people who donated sandwiches or snacks: Audrey Keppler, Ele
Kotowski, Nan Lefton, Shannon OQeilly, Jacqui Katz, Jan Eadie, Judy Coucouvanis, Mary Friend, Sue Buday, Barb
Schenk, Lisa Reach, Katie Rowan, and Mary Jean Raab.

We want to thank Steve Darr and the Facilities Ministry Team, and our maintenance staff person, Bill, for the
extra time spent with set up and additional cleaning. We are grateful to our office staff, Gwen and Lisa, for help
coordinating all the details associated with this project.

Thanks to Pastor Dawn and Pastor Diane for supporting this effort and promoting it every Sunday. Thanks to
Diana Slaughter, the Education Ministry Team and Sunday School children for their Lenten Project which provided a
week@ worth of bagged lunches for the men.

We are happy that Bethlehem was able to be part of the Rotating Shelter Program this year, continuing our
longtime history with this effort after not participating in it for several years. We hope that our congregation
continues to support this important outreach for our community.

Katie Rowan and Mary Jean Raab
Co-Chairs of Bethlehem@Q Rotating Shelter Program 2026
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2026 Youth Lenten Project

Lunches for the Rotating Shelter Guests

Please Mark your Calendars

The annual BUCC congregational meeting will
be on June 7, 2026
Immediately after service in the Sanctuary

Communion Offered
There will now be an offering of communion after
Service on the third Sunday of each month.

Community Time Volunteers Needed

What better way to enjoy the company of your fellow
church members than over a good cup of coffee? We
are looking for two volunteers a week to adopt-a-
Community Time on Sundays after the 10:00 am
worship service in the Youth Room. Volunteers will
need to set up, make coffee and clean up. Please click
the link HERE to be taken to the Sign Up Genius
website where you can choose your slot. Your
willingness to participate in this act of fellowship is
sincerely appreciated.

Great News!
The Bethlehem website has been updated to include
easy access to sign up for opportunities here at church.
On the front page, at the bottom, are one click
buttons that take you to sign up sheets.
You can add your name to be a
Liturgist, provide Flowers for Sunday Worship,
Community Time Host, or Sponsor a Live Broadcast.
If you do not have access to a computer or need
assistance please call the church office at 734-665-6149

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Covenant Association Annual Meeting
Saturday, May 2, 2026
9:30am on Zoom
Keynote speaker: Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel

Click HERE to register for the ZOOM link



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849A9A72BA4F49-49822702-liturgist#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849A9A72BA4F49-flowers#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849A9A72BA4F49-adoptacoffee#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0849A9A72BA4F49-radio#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849a9a72ba4f49-adoptacoffee#/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/FmCcJasLShu8ZEZopS_lDQ
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Use of Church Spaces

Using the various rooms around the church is
welcomed. Please remember that we do not
have 24 hour custodial care and that there may
be a renter or other group using the space
immediately after you. The expectation is that
you leave the room as you found it.

7 Return all items to their original location
including items borrowed from other
floors.

1 Wipe tables and pick up refuse.

1 Take trash to the outside bins

7 Please vacuum or sweep floors if needed.

1 Replace furniture as it was found

EveryoneQ cooperation is sincerely

appreciated as we endeavor to be supportive
of one another and keep our lovely building
looking its best. Thank you.

| ha9. h! b5

We have many dear friends
who remain home-bound

OUR

Homebound and they would love to see
you and/or hear from you.

If you would like names and contact information,
please reach out to the church office
at (734) 665-6149.

Building Room Requests

Our building has many lovely spaces to use for meetings
and workshops. We also have a demand for rental of
these spaces.

PRIOR to planning an event, please contact office staff
to verify room availability and to have your event
scheduled on the calendar.

(734) 655-6149 or info@bethlehem-ucc.org

Bethlehem Cemetery

Springtime is springing and that means that
projects are in the planning stages at the cer

The month of May has special days to
remembenothers (Mothers Day) and also de

With these days in mind, please consider 1
monetary donation towards the cost of ol
summeprojects of Tree trimming/replaceme
road maintenance.

Donations can be made by 1) by IRA distt
Qualified Charitable Distributiorrsonal chec
made out to Bethlehem Cemetery and
dropped off at the church office or 2) by cred
the cemeteryebsite at:

Bethlehemcemeteryaa.org/donate.

Please know that donations of any size are ¢
appreciated.

CwL9b5{
Many thanks from your Cemetery Board,
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Bethlehem Veterans & Friends N
VETERANS

Monthly Breakfast
May 1st at 8:30 am
Alpha Koney Island, 4389 Jackson Rd.
Questions? Contact Tom Ziesemer
734-476-7515 or via email at: ziesemerth@gmail.com

Bethlehem Women & Friends
Monthly Breakfast
May 12 th 4389 Jackson Rd.
Contact Susan Irwin at 734-255-5661 or
siirwind6@gmail.com for more info.

~\ADIES

BREAKFAST




Page 7 The Visitor
Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday Services
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BETHLEHEM UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
423 S. Fourth Avenue, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
Phone 734-665-6149
www.bethlehem-ucc.org
www.facebook.com/bethlehemuccA2

Tuesday - Friday
9:00 am - 2:00 pm
6GKS 2V

2y azy

Fax 734-665-3399
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Staff E-Mail Addresses

The following is a list of our current staff at
Bethlehem and their email addresses. Please utilize
these email addresses for all communications.

Rev. Dawn Christenson Interim Pastor
revdawnchristenson@gmail.com

Rev. Diane White Associate Pastor
pastordiane@bethlehem-ucc.org

Naki Kripfgans Music Director/Organist
musicdirector@bethlehem-ucc.org

Gwenda Mayes Church Administrator

parishadministrator@bethlehem-ucc.org

Jim Rowan Hand Bell Director
jrowan@umich.edu
Lisa Reach Administrative Assistant

churchoffice@bethlehem-ucc.org
Bill Husted

Dan Blakeney

Maintenance
Video Director

Our Core Values

§ Growing spiritually in our faith
journey together.
§ Worshiping together to seek and
share GodQ love.
§ Connecting with God and each other
in a supportive, nurturing way.
§ Reaching out to our members, :
community, country, and the world
through support and service.

Ay, a¢
My 0
2doad winy 3,60 "

Our Mission
To worship God,
to learn and live the Word of God,
to engage in Christian fellowship and service, to
invite others to join us

on our faith journey in the ministry of
Jesus Christ.

Bethiehem United Church of Christ
Executive Committee, Leadership Councll, and Ministry Team Chairs

Executive Committee

President: Jim Rowan

Vice President: Ron Dechert

Secretary : Sally EImiger

Treasurer: P.J. Lindemann

Ex Officio: Rev. Dawn Christenson
Leadership Council

President: Jim Rowan

Vice President: Ron Dechert

Secretary: Sally EImiger

Treasurer: P.J. Lindemann

Business Ministry: Steve Darr

Member Engagement Ministry:

Judy Coucouvanis /Jenny Foster
Outreach Ministry: Katie Rowan
Worship Ministry: OPEN
Education Ministry: Diana Slaughter
Ex officio: Rev. Dawn Christenson

Ministry Team Chairs

Business Ministry Team Chairs:

Finance Sub Committee: P.J. Lindemann

Facilities Sub Committee Steve Darr

Personnel Sub Committee: Ron Dechert
Education Ministry Team Chair: Diana Slaughter
Member Engagement Ministry Team Co Chairs:

Jenny Foster & Judy Coucouvanis
Outreach Ministry Team Chair: Katie Rowan
Worship Ministry Team: OPEN
Pastoral Relations Committee Chair: Kurt Schmerberg
Bethlehem Cemetery Board Members:

President: Mary Jean Raab

Vice-President: Mary Friend

Secretary: Shannon OQeilly

Treasurer: Jaime Dylenski

Elected Members: Marilyn Pearson & Susan Irwin
Ex officio: Rev. Dawn Christenson
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